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1 . Claims 1 , 3-4, 6, 10-17, 20-22 and 27-32 are presented for examination. Claims 
2/5, 7-9, 18-19 and 23-26 are cancelled. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. The terminal disclaimer filed on 01/27/2005 disclaiming the terminal portion of 
any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of 
Patent 6,789,170 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has 
been recorded. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicants arguments filed on 01/27/2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

5. As per remarks, Applicants' argued that (1) Hoffman does not teach or suggest 
disregarding the parameters in determining whether the data object has been cached. 

6. As to point (1), Hoffman teaches disregarding the parameters in determining 
whether the data object has been cached (Col. 14, lines 3-20 "...the process determines 
that a copy of the object can be found in the cache... determines whether the previous 
version in the cache is different from the current version... uses CRC or similar 
checksum... If the object is different... the object in the cache is replaced by the new 
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compile object and a TL and verification time is assigned... the process then continues 
to block 860. If the previous version is the same... continues directly to block 860."; Col. 
15, lines 50-60; Col. 12, lines 45-52 "...cacheability of various data sets, TTL 
override..."). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

7. Claims 1 , 3-4, 6, 10-17, 20-22 and 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Hoffman et al. (US 6,640,240). 

8. As per claim 1, Hoffman teaches a method of operating a cache system to serve 
one set of cached data in response to multiple different data requests, comprising: 
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receiving a first request for a first set of data, said first request comprising a first 
session identifier configured to identify a first client session, wherein said first set of data 
is identifiable by a data identifier (Col. 1, lines 53-58; Col. 6, lines 27-29; Col. 14, lines 
34-36); 

serving said first set of data from the cache system in response to said first 
request (Col. 2, lines 52-54); 

receiving a second request for said first set of data, said second request 
comprising a second session identifier different from said first session identifier, wherein 
each request comprise said data identifier (Col. 1, lines 53-60; Col. 5, lines 60-67; Col. 
6, lines 1-5, lines 27-29; Col. 14, lines 34-36); 

caching said first set of data (Abstract; Col. 2, lines 48-49; Col. 6, lines 27-30; 
Col. 15, lines 50-60); 

associating a portion of said first request with said cached first set of data (Col. 2, 
lines 48-49, lines 52-54; Col. 6, lines 27-35; Col. 14, lines 50-58; Col 18, lines 29-42); 

serving said first set of data from the cache system in response to said second 
request(Col. 2, lines 52-54), wherein said serving said first set of data in response to 
said second request comprises: 

searching the cache system for a set of data responsive to said second 
request (Col. 2, lines 50-51), wherein said searching comprises comparing said 
associated portion of said first request to said second request (Col. 8, lines 63-65), 
wherein during said comparing, one or more of said first session identifier and said 
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second session identifier are ignored (Col. 9, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 20-23), and 
matching said first set of data with said second request (Col. 2, lines 62-65). 

9. As per claim 4, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said first 
identifier is combined with said data identifier in said first request (Col. 6, lines 27-35); 
and 

wherein said second session identifier is combined with said data identifier in 
said second request (Col. 6, lines 27-35). 

10. As per claim 6, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said portion 
comprises a combination of said data identifier and said first session identifier (Col. 2, 
lines 48-49, lines 52-54; Col. 1 8, lines 49-51 ). 

11. As per claim 10, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said searching 
comprises replacing one or more of said first session identifier and said second session 
identifier with a default session identifier (Col. 9, lines 48-50, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 
20-23; Col. 14, lines 8-9; Col. 18, lines 11-13). 

1 2. As per claim 1 1 , Hoffman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
associating comprises replacing said first session identifier with a default session 
identifier (Col. 9, lines 48-50, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 20-23; Col. 14, lines 8-9; Col. 
18, lines 11-13). 

13. As per claim 12, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising, prior 
to said serving said first set of data in response to said second request: 
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inserting said second session identifier into one or more data identifiers within 
said first set of data (Col. 2, lines 60-67; Col. 3, lines 1-5; Col. 8, lines 4-5; Col. 12, lines 
17-18). 

14. As per claim 13, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 12, wherein said inserting 
comprises replacing said first session identifier in first data identifier with a said second 
session identifier (Col. 16, lines 7-8). 

15. As per claim 14, Hoffman teaches a method of serving one set of cached data, 
from a cache system, in response to a plurality of different data requests, wherein each 
data request comprises a different session identifier, the method comprising: 

receiving a first request for a first set of data from a first client session (Col. 1 , 
line 55), wherein said first request comprises: 

a data identifier identifying said first set of data (Col. 6, lines 27-29); and 
a first session identifier identifying said first client session (Col. 14, lines 

34-35); 

receiving said first set of data from a data server (Col. 2, lines 55-56); 

caching said first set of data, wherein said first set of data is identifiable in the 
cache system by information included in said first request (Col. 2, lines 48-49; Col. 6, 
lines 27-30; Col. 14, lines 34-35; Col. 18, lines' 49-51); 

receiving a second request for said first set of data from a second client session 
(Col. 1, line 59), wherein said second request comprises: 

said data identifier (Col. 6, lines 27-35); and 
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a second session identifier identifying said second client session (Col. 6, lines 
27-30): 

retrieving said first set of data from a cache (Col. 6, lines 27-35); 

serving said first set of data in response to said second request (Col. 2, 
lines 52-56; Col. 6, lines 20-33), wherein said serving said first set of data in response 
to said second request comprises: 

searching the cache system for a set of data responsive to said second 
request (Col. 2, lines 50-51), wherein said searching comprises comparing said 
associated portion of said first request to said second request (Col. 8, lines 63-65), 
wherein during said comparing, one or more of said first session identifier and said 
second session identifier are ignored (Col. 9, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 20-23), and 
matching said first set of data with said second request (Col. 2, lines 62-65). 

16. As per claim 15, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 14, wherein in said first 
request, said data identifier is combined with said first session identifier (Col. 6, lines 27-29). 

17. As per claim 16, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 14, wherein said retrieving 
comprises searching for a previous request for which said first set of data was cached 
(Col. 2, lines 47-56). 

18. As per claim 17, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 16, wherein said 
searching comprises comparing a portion of said second request with said information 
included in said first request (Col. 1, lines 59-62; Col. 2, lines 47-65). 
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19. As per claim 20, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 16, wherein said searching 
comprises replacing one of said first session identifier and said second identifier with a 
default value (Col. 9, lines 48-50, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 20-23; Col. 18, lines 11-13). 

20. As per claim 21 , Hoffman teaches the method of claim 14, further comprising, prior 
to said serving: 

extracting said second session identifier from said second request (Col. 2, lines 
47-56): and 

combining said second session identifier with a first data identifier in said first set 
of data (Col. 1, lines 53-60). 

21 . As per claim 22, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 21 , wherein said combining 
comprises replacing said first session identifier with said second session identifier (Col. 14, 
lines 8-9). 

22. As per claim 27, Hoffman teaches a cache system for caching data from a data 
server, comprising: 

a first cache memory configured to store a first data item, wherein said first data item 
is retrieved from a data server for serving in response to a first data request comprising a 
first session identifier (Col. 1 , lines 53-57); 

a parser configured to parse a second data request comprising a second session 
identifier different from said first session identifier (Col. 6, lines 36-37); 

wherein said first data item is served in response to said data request (Col. 2, 
lines 48-54), wherein said serving said first set of data in response to said second 
request comprises: 
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searching the cache system for a set of data responsive to said second 
request (Col. 2 t lines 50-51), wherein said searching comprises comparing said 
associated portion of said first request to said second request (Col. 8, lines 63-65), 
wherein during said comparing, one or more of said first session identifier and said 
second session identifier are ignored (Col. 9, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 20-23), and 
matching said first set of data with said second request (Col. 2, lines 62-65). 

23. As per claim 28, Hoffman teaches the cache system of claim 27, wherein said first 
data request comprises a combination of a first data identifier and said first data item and 
said first session identifier and said second data request comprises a combination of said 
first data identifier and said second session identifier (Col. 6, lines 27-29); and 

wherein said parser is configured to extract said second session identifier from said 
second data request (Col. 2, lines 48-54; Col. 6, lines 36-37). 

24. As per claim 29, Hoffman teaches the cache system of claim 27, wherein said first 
data item comprises a data identifier of another data item (Col. 2, lines 48-54; Col. 6, lines 
37-41); and 

wherein said second session identifier is combine with said data identifier of said 
other data item prior to serving said first data item (Col. 16, lines 53-57). 

25. As per claim 30, Hoffman teaches the cache system of claim 27, further comprising: 
a second cache memory configured to store a first portion of said first data request, 

wherein said portion may be compared to a second portion of said second data request to 
determine if said first data item is responsive to said second data request (Col. 2, lines 47- 
67; Col. 3, lines 1-5); 
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wherein said first session identifier and said second session identifier are ignored 
(Col. 9, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 20-23). 

26. As per claim 31 , Hoffman teaches a cache system for serving one set of data in 
response to different requests, comprising: 

parsing means configured to examine a data request to identify a requested set of 
data (Col. 6, lines 36-37); 

retrieval means configured to retrieve a session identifier from said data request 
(Col. 6, lines 27-35); and 

search means configured to search a cache for said requested set of data, wherein 
said search means is further configured to disregard said session identifier and a session 
identifier of a previous request in response to which said request set of data was served 
(Col. 2, lines 48-54; Col. 6, lines 58-62), and 

serving means configured to serve said first set of data from the cache system in 
response to said second request(Col. 2, lines 52-54), wherein said serving said first set 
of data in response to said second request comprises: 

searching the cache system for a set of data responsive to said second 
request (Col. 2, lines 50-51), wherein said searching comprises comparing said 
associated portion of said first request to said second request (Col. 8, lines 63-65), 
wherein during said comparing, one or more of said first session identifier and said 
second session identifier are ignored (Col. 9, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 20-23), and 
matching said first set of data with said second request (Col. 2, lines 62-65). 
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27. As per claim 32, Hoffman teaches the cache system of claim 31 , further comprising 
update means configured to update one or more data identifiers in said requested set of 
data to include said session identifier (Col. 2, lines 47-56). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

28. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hoffman et 
al. (hereinafter Hoffman) US 6,640,240, in view of Ben-ltzhak, Yuval (hereinafter Ben- 
Itzhak) US 2003/0023873. 

29. As per claim 3, Hoffman does not explicitly teach the method of claim 1 , wherein 
said data identifier is a URI (Uniform Resource Identifier). 

30. Ben-ltzhak teaches a method wherein a data identifier is a URI (Uniform Resource 
Locator) (Paragraphs [0070] and [01 16]). 

31 . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of Ben-ltzhak and Hoffman because they both deal with 
identification of data and its monitoring functionality. Furthermore, the teaching of Ben- 
ltzhak to allow wherein said data identifier is a URI (Uniform Resource Locator) would 
improve the functionality for Hoffman's system by providing added parameters that would 
speed up the data transmission and security throughout the cache. 
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Response to Amendment 

32. Examiner withdraws objections to the Information Disclosure Statement, which 
appear to be in conformance with 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98, and MPEP § 609. 

33. Examiner acknowledges the Terminal Disclaimer and 2 supporting certificates 
that obviate the double patenting rejection, Double Patenting rejection has been 
withdrawn. 

34. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the 
end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Martin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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3970. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 
p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571 ) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-3970. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Nicholas Martin 

June 2, 2005 /] 
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